
Dear Colleagues
 

 

A DIGITAL NEWSLETTER FROM THE
SAFFRON WALDEN CONSTITUENCY CONSERVATIVES 

Nationally it has been a busy period and we congratulate our MP,
Kemi Badenoch, on her appointment to the Ministry of Levelling
Up, Housing and Communities.

Earlier this month a number of Conservatives from the constituency
attended the Party conference in Manchester, it was a positive and
motivating few days. We were pleased the Prime Minister and
Government had earlier taken the bold step of addressing the
Social Care and clinical backlog challenge, no one drafting a
manifesto in 2019 could have predicted a pandemic.

Locally, the Conservative run Essex County Council and the Police,
Fire and Crime Commissioner are delivering the commitments they
made before the May elections. The condition of the roads remains
a key concern for many and the Association will work with the
Council to facilitate improvement, please contact us with details of
outstanding issues.

The Administration at Uttlesford District Council continues to lurch
from crisis to crisis. The police investigation is ongoing, the
Stansted appeal remains a huge financial liability and progress on
the Local Plan is painfully slow.

However, your local Conservatives are active. Our Knock, Drop
and Collect have  already been successfully undertaken in Great
Dunmow, Takeley and Stansted with more to come. 

In Chelmsford, the Lib Dem-run City Council continue to show they
have no new policies to offer. Their Local Plan remains unpopular,
as does their decision to charge for parking at Hylands Park. The
Lib Dem administration appears intent on pushing through changes
to governance arrangements, including changes to parishes, which
again are not popular locally.

It is clear the Lib Dems are failing Chelmsford. Our local
Conservative activists and Councillors are starting to prepare for
May 2023 when we intend to regain the Council.

Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to
keeping you updated with all our latest news.

Saffron Walden Constituency Conservatives

Autumn 2021

Our teams of local activists have
been taking to the streets across
the constituency to deliver our
residents' surveys. The surveys
are a fantastic way for us to hear
directly from our communities
about the local issues and
services that matter the most.

The feedback we receive from
residents is being used to help
our councillors and Kemi to
identify areas needing action as
well as forming the commitments
we will look to make to you in our
election manifestos.

We’ve made a commitment of
being all ‘Action Action Action’
and to take our message door to
door so we can hear directly from
you without filter. So if you
receive a knock at the door from
one of the team please take a
moment to have your say!

Welcome to our Autumn In Touch, the communication channel
for Saffron Walden Constituency Conservatives.

Since preparing this In Touch two MPs have sadly died. Sir David
Amess was brutally attacked on Friday October 15th and James
Brockenshire has lost his battle with cancer. We will miss them
both and our thoughts and prayers remain with their families and
friends.
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THEY PROMISED TO PROTECT US,

While your local Conservatives worked on a plan for positive growth in the
district as required by government, Residents for Uttlesford were making
empty election promises to prevent new development, block homes for
young people and families, scrap jobs and stand in the way of the
enhancement of our open spaces. 
 
More than two years on in to their term and after months of dither and
delay, the floodgates are wide open to inappropriate and poorly planned
development that  threatens to haunt our towns and villages. 
 
Cllr Chris Criscione, Leader of the Conservatives at Uttlesford District
Council, said: “We are committed to bringing forward growth in the District
in a way that respects our existing settlements and preserves our unique
character. Meanwhile, Residents for Uttlesford have thrown the rulebook
out of the window to the tune of many thousands of pounds and continue
to prevent the tide of inappropriate development that they created".
 
In recent weeks, it has been discovered that secret talks were underway
with the developers of eighteen sites across Uttlesford without residents’
knowledge. 
 
Chris added: “Yet again, Residents for Uttlesford veil of secrecy means
decisions are being made behind closed doors, residents are kept out of
sight and mind, and reckless predetermination in the local plan process is
giving an unfair advantage to a select few through the process".

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL
CONSERVATIVE TEAM

 
01799 506349

office@saffronwaldenconservatives.org.uk
www.saffronwaldenconservatives.com

Facebook: @SWTories
Instagram: @SWTories

Twitter: @SWTories
 
 

BUT NOW R4U ARE FAILING RESIDENTS...

The legacy of local Conservatives success at Uttlesford District Council stories lives on, with new council-
owned homes in Saffron Walden, Newport, Great Chesterford and Little Dunmow under construction or recently
completed. The success of Uttlesford’s council house delivery programme led by former Conservative
councillor Julie Redfern, culminated in the delivery of a leading sheltered housing scheme at Reynolds Court in
Newport. Developers of larger sites in that period were required to deliver 40% affordable homes, a stark
contrast from the mere 28% recently approved by the Residents for Uttlesford-led Council on a site in Newport. 

YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATIVES ON HOUSING...

https://www.facebook.com/SWTories
http://www.instagram.com/swtories
http://www.twitter.com/swtories


Uttlesford District Council has received a swathe of
solar farm applications, causing concern for many
residents in rural areas. Local District Conservative
Councillor, Susan Barker put forward a motion to
protect greenfield sites from being flipped to
development once solar farms have reached their end-
date. This motion was carried and ensures through the
District’s planning policies that sites receiving planning
permission for solar farms will not become “brownfield”
when they are no longer in use. 
Susan comments: “It's important we look at all planning
applications fairly, but also put in place measures that
would prevent solar sites from being converted to
residential because of an entirely different use allowed
previously. This is about the protection of our much-
needed agricultural land.” 

YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATIVES ON SOLAR FARMS... 

There have been problems at UDC for two years but recent
events have escalated the difficulties. Recently the High Court
dismissed the Council’s application to overturn the Inspector’s
decision on the expansion (from 35 to 43 million passengers per
annum) at Stansted Airport, this legal decision was predicted by
everyone in the District bar the Residents for Uttlesford
Administration and the Liberal Democrats who have blundered on
using taxpayers’ money (estimated to be at least £2.5m) to make
a political point. This money is hard-earned and could have
provided sport, community or welfare facilities or even granted to
the Citizens Advice Bureau to support those most in need. Instead
it has gone in lawyers’ fees and costs. What a ridiculous waste of
money.

If all this were not bad enough the new Ministry of Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities have written to Uttlesford District
Council to tell them their decision process for large planning
applications is sub-standard and that if it doesn’t improve they will
lose their jurisdiction. Residents for Uttlesford will blame officers
(they usually blame someone) but it is some on the Planning
Committee who have consistently ignored officers’ advice and
whose ill advised decisions have led to the warning. What is even
more distressing is to hear about the cult of bullying that officers
are being subjected to by some Councillors, no wonder so many
officers are leaving the sinking ship, it is a shame that Councillors
do not follow their example and resign.

TIME FOR CHANGE AT UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL



I was delighted to have been promoted during the PM’s cabinet reshuffle earlier this
month.

I have now taken on the role of Minister of State at the new Department for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities, working closely with Michael Gove MP as the new Secretary
of State for the Department. I will also continue as Minister for Equalities, alongside the
new Foreign Secretary Liz Truss MP. 

I would like to thank residents for their kind messages congratulating me and for all the
helpful advice I am receiving. My role will encompass a wide range of responsibilities
around local Government to ensure we improve opportunity in all parts of the country. I
will of course continue to fulfil my duties to you all as a constituency MP. 

Kemi Badenoch
Member of Parliament for Saffron Walden

EVERYONE'S ESSEX: 
Essex County Council's plan for levelling up
the county 2021 to 2025

Twenty bold and ambitious commitments to help Essex recover from the pandemic
and make sure we’re in a strong position to face challenges of the future have been
approved by the County Council.

‘Everyone’s Essex’ outlines our plan for levelling up the county and was approved
by councillors this week. The 20 commitments cover four themes: Economy,
Environment, Health and Family.

The commitments including tackling unemployment, which is the highest Essex has
seen for 30 years, through working to match training and skills to employment
opportunities in the county.

Another goal is halving greenhouse gases in the county over the next ten years,
leading to the county becoming carbon neutral by 2050, through speeding up the
shift to greener housing, transport and energy.

https://www.essex.gov.uk/everyones-essex-our-plan-for-essex-2021-2025


In Chelmsford, the Lib Dem-run City Council are showing they have no new
policies. Essentially, they are just promoting our Local Plan but tweeking it
in the wrong direction, like removing the bus gate on Warren Farm, so
public transport routes are longer and less attractive. We are working hard
to minimise the effect of such new housing estates on the traffic throughput
of existing villages like Writtle and promoting many traffic calming measures
and alternative transport methods. 

Thank goodness that, with our lobbying, Chelmsford centre will not be
parished. We wholly support the concept of Parish Councils but do not see
the benefit in the centre of Chelmsford, and do not support the extra costs
that this would bring to residents. From a County perspective, the
Conservative administration are making a significant contribution to
improving the infrastructure of Chelmsford with the Army and Navy junction
improvement project, the North East bypass and the new Station at
Beaulieu. All of these measures, along with investments in new cycle
routes, will reduce the congestion in the centre of Chelmsford. There will be
the opportunity to return the Conservatives to power in Chelmsford in May
2023, so we can continue the good work they started.

YOUR CONSERVATIVES IN CHELMSFORD

As a mark of respect for Sir David Amess MP, Roger Hirst, Police,
Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex and Deputy Chief Fire
Officer Rick Hylton, observed the one minute’s silence at Southend
Fire Station. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Sir
David’s family, friends and all those in the community who have
been affected by his tragic death. 
They then later visited Southend-on-Sea Borough Council’s Civic
Centre to sign the Book of Condolence.

 “Dear David, you have been a passionate, dedicated and hard-
working representative of the people of Southend for so long.
You have truly shown us what a difference a Member of
Parliament can make. I know how much you cared for the safety
of your residents. On a personal note, thank you for all the
guidance and challenge you have given me.
With deepest respect,
Roger Hirst, Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner

A PASSIONATE, DEDICATED AND HARD-WORKING
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHEND


