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CORONAVIRUS
FIND ADVICE AND OFFER HELP 

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE 
Find up to date Government guidance on a
wide range of issues including: protecting
yourself and others, employment and
business support, benefits and travel at:
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
HEALTH GUIDANCE 
If you are exhibiting symptoms of Coronavirus
(a temperature, dry cough or loss of taste and
smell) DO NOT visit a GP or hospital. You
should self isolate immediately and call 111. 
 
LOCAL SUPPORT
In response to the Coronavirus crisis, Essex
Welfare Service has been set up to support the
most vulnerable in our community. You can
call Essex Welfare Service on 0300 303988 or
visit www.essexwelfareservice.org.uk
 
VOLUNTEERING
You can volunteer to help in Essex through:
facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction  or
visit Volunteer Uttlesford at
www.volunteeruttlesford.org.uk
 
You can also sign up to be an NHS Volunteer
at www.goodsam.org/NHS, roles include
calling people in self isolation, delivering
medicine or doing shopping for people in self
isolation. 
 
 
 

 

OTHER USEFUL HELPLINES 
For support and conversation for elderly people:
@TheSilverlineUK - 0800 470 8090
@Age_uk - 0800 678 1602
For Mental Health support: 
@MindCharity - 0300 123 3393
 

Dear Readers
 

 
Welcome to the May edition of In Touch published by Saffron
Walden Conservatives. The Prime Minister has outlined the
next steps in the war against Covid 19 where everyone has a
part to play. It is beholden on all of us to Stay Alert and to
follow the rules.
 
The PM spoke after we had celebrated the 75th anniversary
of the signing of peace in Europe. The occasion was a
reminder of the sacrifices that men and women had made
during six years of war and Her Majesty encouraged us to
“never give up, never despair”. It was true then and remains
true today.
 
Out of adversity arise acts of compassion, support and
friendship. This In Touch highlights some of the community
activity that is happening across the constituency as well as
signposting the support mechanisms that are available.
 
Essex County Council are leading by example and each of
our Councillors is particularly active. We are fortunate to have
3 Cabinet Members, a Deputy Cabinet Member and a past 
Chairman representing us. The Police, Fire and Crime
Commissioner, Roger Hirst, is also centric to the Essex
campaign.
 
Stay well.

 

 

A DIGITAL NEWSLETTER FROM

SAFFRON WALDEN CONSTITUENCY
CONSERVATIVES
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                       Let’s face it; the transition from working long hours in  
                   the city in a fast paced technology start-up to suddenly
working remotely from my bedroom hasn’t been the easiest of tasks!
From endless client meetings and internal boardroom meetings to
now the new norm of virtual zoom meetings feels even more
exhausting when your computer screen freezes mid conversation
due to the broadband, or should I say, “snail-band” in the
Hallingburys’. 
Putting this aside and looking at the bigger picture, I am fortunate to
still have a job unlike some other friends who have either been
furloughed or made redundant due to the hardship their employers
are enduring from these difficult times.  Work aside; under lockdown
and this new life that we are starting to become accustomed to with
social distancing has changed the dynamic for everyone. 
Despite these difficult times we are all facing, lockdown has
definitely made me appreciate the little things in life that we
sometimes take for granted, for example how resilient and
hardworking the NHS staff and Health Care workers are to risk their
lives to help others.  
 
It’s uplifting to see how we are all coming together during times of
hardship through generosity, kindness and resilience for example,
War Veteran, Captain Tom Moore who has raised over £30m for the
NHS. This is a classic example that’s driving many of us to stay
positive during these difficult times. 

Communities across Uttlesford have pulled together during
this unprecedented time. Groups have popped up
everywhere in an effort to look after each other, especially
those that are vulnerable or older needing to self-isolate.
 
Gt Chesterford resident Antony Redfern organised a
helpline for their 'Good Neighbours Action Group', it is
manned 24hours a day by a rota of volunteers. The 'Good
Neighbours' delivered Easter Lunch to 76 residents helped
by Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Essex Lorna Rolfe.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL
CONSERVATIVE TEAM

 
01799 506349

office@saffronwaldenconservatives.org.uk
www.saffronwaldenconservatives.com

Facebook: @SWTories
Instagram: @SWTories

Twitter: @SWTories
 
 

Community Voices

Children in many villages have been finding
their inner artist and producing pavement
chalk drawings thanking the NHS and Key
Workers.

YOUNG AND LOCKED DOWN
Alexandra Back

https://www.facebook.com/SWTories
http://www.instagram.com/swtories
http://www.twitter.com/swtories


There is a lot more walking going on than normal and it is
a good opportunity to take care of our wonderful
countryside. Fewer cars on the road is meaning less litter
which is a great thing but there is still some. If you are able
please borrow a litter picker from the Parish Council (who
normally organise Litter Picks in the Spring) and collect a
few bits up on your walk and put in your bin.
 
As more of us are out and about in the countryside on
foot, bicycle or even horseback, fly-tipping is being noticed
even more than usual. I want to reassure you that levels of
fly-tipping are pretty much consistent with previous years
with no noticeable increase being reported by the District
Councils.
 
And now there really is no excuse for any fly tipping as
your County Council has worked hard over the past few
weeks to reopen the recycling centres. They were closed
following the national lock-down in March. We wanted to
be sure they remain safe for staff and residents to use and
where social distancing can be maintained. 
A comprehensive plan has been drawn up, new signs
made, and markings laid out.
 
We have been working with Essex Highways and
the police to ensure traffic disruption around the recycling
centres is kept to a minimum.

I am honoured to have recently been appointed to the position of deputy cabinet for health and adult social
care at Essex County Council.  I have been asked to lead on the county council's relationships with and
support for the NHS, which includes future plans for Princess Alexandra Hospital, the main hospital for West
Essex.  
I am also trying to establish residents input from North West Essex into the decision making at
Addenbrookes Hospital, as it is where many of us living here are treated.  It is a challenging time for health,
with rapid changes occurring, I feel at ECC we need to be agile and flexible to best meet the needs of our
residents.

 
Between 18,000 and 19,600 new homes is the new target for
the local plan. That’s about twice as many as Saffron Walden
and around a 50% increase in the total number of homes
across the District. A rise from the current 37,000 homes to
almost 57,000. That’s the stark reality of the administration at
Uttlesford not being prepared to stand up to the Planning
Inspector. And where will they go? Well we have no idea as “
nothing is on the table and nothing is off the table” to quote
the Leader.The Public will be consulted at every step we are
told.
 
Yes, they will be as they have been in the past but they still
won’t like the result. No village wants to see a 50% increase
in its housing numbers and local schools won’t be able to
cope. No one seems keen on a new settlement near them.Of
course the submitted plan was not perfect, no plan ever is,
but 3 visiting inspectors had told the then Conservative
Administration that “ we were on the right track” and the
government had awarded us £900,000 to continue our work
on Garden Communities.
 
It is a pity that the examining inspector happened to not be an
advocate of Garden Communities. So, the Local Plan starts
again, putting every community in Uttlesford under threat of
development. There is no chance of changing the numbers.
Uttlesford won’t be “ a special case”. Unwanted development
will be granted on appeal in spite of neighbourhood plans.
Development not on a scale to deliver the infrastructure but
sufficient to cause strain on school places and the Highways
network.There is a deadline of December 2023, so prepare to
be consulted as we are told the public will be taken along and
listened to every step of the way. In the meanwhile there will
be Planning applications in your community.

Village Halls, Social Clubs and Sports Clubs who receive a
rates bill from Uttlesford are entitled to claim the Covid grant
from the Council.
It does not matter if you pay rates, or the bill says Zero, you
just need to get a bill. Most cricket clubs have already
claimed as they have been notified by their National body but
other sports clubs are mainly unaware. 
 
Village Halls too, who are closed at this time of no gatherings
are losing income and can make a claim in the same way as a
small business. 
The money is sitting with the Council so just complete the
form and the money will be in your account in days. Just
follow the LINK. 

SPRING LITTER PICKS 

COUNCIL COVID GRANT SCHEME

Cllr Simon Walsh, Essex County
Councillor for Thaxted and
Cabinet Member.

Cllr. John Moran
Essex County Councillor for Saffron
Walden and Deputy Cabinet member. 

UPDATES...

UPDATE ON LOCAL PLAN
Cllr. Susan Barker
Essex County Councillor for Dunmow and
Cabinet Member. Conservative Deputy
Leader on Uttlesford District Council.

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/covid19-business-grants-fund
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/covid19-business-grants-fund


ECC staff have risen to the challenge of Covid in many ways. The closure of our libraries, the Essex
Record office and other facilities has freed up those staff and around 250 have volunteered to be
trained to work in other areas such as the Essex Welfare Service and Registrations.  Staff have
responded well to working from home using Microsoft Teams, which was rapidly rolled out by our IT 
colleagues. Teams and Zoom are not perhaps the best way to hold Decision Making meetings but
have proved invaluable as a tool to businesses, Councils and the public. Working from home is not
for everyone and managers are keeping in touch on a regular basis with those staff who live alone
and shielding. 
 
Our communities team have been busy, mobilising many volunteers who have been shopping,
collecting medicines for or carrying out other tasks  for those in self isolation. Up to 1000
 requests for assistance have been received some days and picked up within seconds by the army
of volunteers. We are very grateful to all of you.
 

 Cycling and walking will be at the forefront of getting the county moving again as Essex County Council launches plans
to expand the cycle path and footway network across town and city centres in the county, allowing people to cycle or
walk more easily to work or shops and help with social distancing. Essex Highways is planning to utilise empty road
space by making temporary changes to the road network in Essex town and citycentres. Essex County Council will be
one of the first authorities to take these steps. This is important to help get the economy back up and running, among a
number of the changes being considered are:  
 
- Using barriers to create temporary space to allow physical distancing of 2m on footways and public spaces. 
- Ensuring signalised crossing sequences are set to help physical distancing whilst people are waiting to cross on
the footway. 
-Removing some lanes for motor traffic 
 -Removing through motor traffic from residential streets (and other roads where possible) allowing people to
walk in the street with greater safety.
- Assist as much as possible with the reintroduction of bus and rail services in a way which promotes their safe
usage. 
 
 The Government’s advice, however still recommends that people who can work from home should continue to do so.

Essex Country Parks will be reopening on
Thursday 21 May. 
ECC Country Parks team have been working over the past few weeks to
put in place necessary safety measures to ensure the parks can open in
line with government guidance, and ensuring visitors and staff can
remain safe.
The parks, car parks and toilets will be open to the public, however the
children’s play equipment, visitor's centres and cafes will remain closed,
in line with government guidance. 
We would ask that all visitors using the Essex Country Parks follow
social distancing rules, paying particular attention to these in areas such
as the car parks and toilet facilities. 
We anticipate that the parks will be busy, and so ask residents to use
their judgment in relation to their visit – considering the time of their visit
and the park they choose to visit for example.
 
For further information, please visit the FAQ page here.
 

Cllr. Susan Barker
Essex County
Councillor for
Dunmow and

Cabinet 
Member

UPDATES...

A HIGHWAY REVOLUTION FOR THE IMPROVED
FOOTWAY AND CYCLE NETWORK 
Cllr. John Aldridge
Essex County Councillor for Broomfield and Writtle 

https://www.explore-essex.com/covid-19-updates-may-2020


 
 

Kemi Badenoch
Member of Parliament for Saffron Walden

Earlier this week the Prime Minister announced the Government’s roadmap to recovery
to rebuild the UK as we move into the next phase of this crisis. I know this
announcement will be welcomed by many constituents as we start to think about how
we must adapt in the coming months in line with a new ‘normal’.  We are all aware of the
lasting impact this crisis will have on our economy, our jobs and our livelihoods, however
we must continue to prioritise our health and safety, which is why the Government is not
making any drastic changes, but small manageable changes. 
 
The Government will continue to support those who need it, as can be seen from the
Chancellor’s announcement to extend the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme until the
end of October and every scheme put in place over the last few months.  As we move
into this next phase, my team and I will continue to liaise with the various stakeholders
across the constituency. Chelmsford, Essex and Uttlesford Councils have done a
fantastic job at ensuring vital services can continue to run safely, on top of providing the
support and guidance for local businesses and the most vulnerable members of our
communities, they will now be planning their recovery phase and I will be supporting
them as best I can. As Addenbrooke’s, Princess Alexandra and Broomfield hospitals
COVID-19 admissions slowly decline, our local trusts and clinical commissioning groups
will be making plans to resume routine services for those who need them, however I
must emphasise that if you do require medical assistance, the NHS is open for you now. 
 
I will continue to support constituents and keep them updated with the latest local
information. If you have any questions or feedback regarding the Government’s recovery
strategy, or any other enquiries, please get in touch by emailing me at 
 kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk or call my office on 0207 219 1943 and we will
support you as best we can.
 
For the Government’s full COVID-19 recovery strategy, click here.

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy


£5m for climate action. Lord Randall appointed as Independent Chair of the new Commission.
£1m for hard working just about managing families.
£500k for work with police and partners to tackle child exploitation and gangs.
£130m programme for new roads.
£750k ( £10k per Council division) for local councillors to spend in their areas on community
and charity work.
1700 new school places being created. 

Conservative led Essex County Council has been recognised as one of the top ten councils for
efficiency in the country.   The council recently announced their budget for 2020/2021. The
budget is laying the foundations for the future with forward looking policies, investing in our
communities and supporting local residents.  Highlights include: 
 

 
Your  Conservative team work hard all year round.  If you need to get in touch with your local
representative, you can find their details here.
 

Essex County Council is following Government guidance on the
coronavirus emergency and in order to keep our workforce and the
public safe, Essex Highways is adjusting how they do things.
 
Their primary aim is to continue to work to keep local roads safe,
particularly for emergency services, key workers and distribution of
essential supplies. They are currently continuing with most repair
work, but are now assessing the planned programme of more
extensive improvements in the light of many unknowns including likely
availability of workers, materials, equipment and the need to maintain
social distancing. 
 
Please continue to report road defects online, but please try to avoid
calling the highways team unless you spot an urgent road safety
situation.
 

AN EFFICIENT COUNCIL SET FOR THE FUTURE

WORKING TO KEEP 
OUR ROADS SAFE DURING THE

COVID-19 EMERGENCY

NEWS FROM 
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
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