
CORONAVIRUS
FIND ADVICE AND OFFER HELP 

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE 
Find up to date Government guidance on a
wide range of issues including: protecting
yourself and others, employment and
business support, benefits and travel at:
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

HEALTH GUIDANCE 
If you are exhibiting symptoms of Coronavirus
(a temperature, dry cough or loss of taste and
smell) DO NOT visit a GP or hospital. You
should self isolate immediately and call 111. 

LOCAL SUPPORT
In response to the Coronavirus crisis, Essex
Welfare Service has been set up to support the
most vulnerable in our community. You can
call Essex Welfare Service on 0300 303988 or
visit www.essexwelfareservice.org.uk

VOLUNTEERING
You can volunteer to help in Essex through:
facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction  or
visit Volunteer Uttlesford at
www.volunteeruttlesford.org.uk
 
You can also sign up to be an NHS Volunteer
at www.goodsam.org/NHS, roles include
calling people in self isolation, delivering
medicine or doing shopping for people in self
isolation. 
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OTHER USEFUL HELPLINES 
For support and conversation for elderly people:
@TheSilverlineUK - 0800 470 8090
@Age_uk - 0800 678 1602
For Mental Health support: 
@MindCharity - 0300 123 3393

A DIGITAL NEWSLETTER FROM

SAFFRON WALDEN CONSTITUENCY
CONSERVATIVES

Welcome to a further edition of In Touch.
 
The Government continues to balance the welfare of the
economy with the health of the nation. There are glimmers of
hope for a vaccine but the Prime Minister has stressed that
we must remain vigilant. This Conservative Association
supports the actions of the Prime Minister and his colleagues
and asks that everyone play their part in protecting
themselves and others.
 
There are key elections next May, including for Essex County
Council, for the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner and
Uttlesford District Council by-elections The R4U
Administration at Uttlesford are floundering and struggling
even to publish the 2019-20 accounts (due in September).
Please help us to ensure that May 2021 puts right the
aberration of May 2019.
 
It is not only the Government that are working hard for our
wellbeing, Essex County Council are doing the same and this
edition of In Touch contains examples and information that
may be of interest and value.
 
Stay well.

http://facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction
http://facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction
https://twitter.com/thesilverlineuk
https://twitter.com/age_uk
https://twitter.com/MindCharity


The COVID-19 crisis may have taken traffic off our roads,
but that seems to have made some think they have a
licence to speed through our rural roads and villages. Many
residents have raised this with me, and Roads Policing
have responded with extensive action across Uttlesford
and the surrounding area - around Great Dunmow, up to
Finchingfield and including the A130 out of Chelmsford in
particular. 

There has also been concerted action to deal with the
crime of hare coursing, with the Police Rural  Engagement
Team putting in place Operation X-Ray to focus on the
problem, at its peak at this time of year. The number of
incidents is now down year-on-year, but more still needs to
be done. 

With the country now back in lockdown, I would like to
thank everyone who is complying with the regulations and
making sure they are not a link in the chain of infection.
Police will continue to engage with those who ignore the
rules, and enforce where necessary, but it is up to us all to
stop the spread.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL
CONSERVATIVE TEAM

01799 506349
office@saffronwaldenconservatives.org.uk

www.saffronwaldenconservatives.com
Facebook: @SWTories
Instagram: @SWTories

Twitter: @SWTories

Roger Hirst, Essex Police, 
Fire and Crime Commissioner

AN UPDATE FROM PFCC

16 Libraries where there are registration offices
will open for Birth Registrations and Notices of
Marriage at the normal times for the Registrars
but only for Registration Services. 
 
We can offer a very limited computer access
service to residents in need. There are no fines
for overdue books or other items and there will
soon be a " click and collect" service for books.
 
Residents can sign up to Essex Library free of
charge and can then access e-books, e-audio,
e-magazine, comics and newpapers.
 

COVID RESTRICTIONS REQUIRE
ALL LIBRARIES TO CLOSE

-Cllr Susan Barker, County
Councillor for Great Dunmow, and
Cabinet Member

https://membership.conservatives.com/membership/join?&org=&successUrl=https://www.saffronwaldenconservatives.com/join/thankyou&srcUrl=https://www.saffronwaldenconservatives.com#!/
https://www.facebook.com/SWTories
http://www.instagram.com/swtories
http://www.twitter.com/swtories


 Commenced an ambitious project to plant 1,000,000 trees over the next five years across
the county.
 Increased recycling rates, whilst reducing the average annual household ‘black bag’
waste tonnages. 
Successfully promoted the annual energy purchase scheme, resulting in many 100's of
households benefitting from reduced energy bills.
 Pioneered a similar scheme for householders to get solar panels on their roofs.
 Completed a £15 million investment in flood prevention schemes to protect over 1000
households from flooding.
 Agreed to installing gas powered electricity generators at three former landfill sites now
supplying green energy to the grid.

The Covid-19 Pandemic has affected all aspects of our daily lives. It meant I had to take
significant decisions to close County Parks and Recycling Centres and then reopen
them ensuring they are Covid-19 safe to use.
In addition ECC have undertaken a range of environmental initiatives:

With many places of education increasingly requiring homeworking and
online activity, the Essex County Council and its staff have donated 500 of
their old devices via schools and colleges across the County. It has now
donated a further 160 laptops with an additional 200 to be distributed to
young people who do not have access to technology to access their school
or college work at home. The Council believes that all children and young
people should have the tools to give them the best start in life and bridging
the technology gap is so important in helping them to achieve their potential.

The Council is still asking for further gifts of laptops from businesses and
residents which can be left at the following ECC buildings whilst our libraries
are currently closed:
County Hall - Chelmsford, Goodman House - Harlow, Ely House -
Basildon, Magnet House - Clacton, Essex House - Colchester.

Businesses can donate any unused laptops. If businesses have under 50,
they can donate to any of our main buildings as above or if over 50 to
donate, the Council can arrange collection. All businesses should email
TSLaptop.Donations@essex.gov.uk before donating so the Council can
organise collection and storage or answer other questions.

COUNTY COUNCIL DONATES LAPTOPS TO
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES ACROSS ESSEX

- Cllr John Aldridge
Essex County Councillor for 
Broomfield & Writtle Division

Cllr Simon Walsh 
County Councillor for Thaxted and Cabinet Member

UPDATES...
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Essex County Council is extensively involved
in supporting the Health and Well Being of
its residents:
 
Mental Health:  ECC is working hard with partners across the public
and voluntary sector to provide additional support, both to enhance
mental health and wellbeing generally, this includes providing targeted
additional support for adults and children who have been identified as
being most at risk.   

Rapid care-phone roll-out:  We have deployed over 1700 devices to
sheltered housing and individuals in their own homes to enable them
to make video and voice calls to their loved ones and friends whilst
isolating from Covid, this has proved to be very popular and helps
greatly to alleviate loneliness.

Government Praise:  A Downing Street taskforce visited Essex
County Council in early November as our response to the covid crisis
was seen to be an exemplar for local government.  They stated that
they found that ECC had forged strong partnerships, had strong
leadership and displayed strong decision making.

Since March and the start of the emergency stage of
the pandemic many of the institutions that we all take
for granted have been unable to operate and none has
been more relevant than Youth Services.  The normal
Youth Centres and other provisions that we normally
take for granted have been “out of bounds”.  

However, Essex Youth Services have continued
unabated and have perfected the outreach they offer
with both virtual and face to face meetings that have
offered help and support to 2500 young people every
week.  We have intervened directly in the hospitals with
young people who have been admitted in crisis and the
roving nature of what has been done has supported
young people who are at most risk of exploitation by
the “County Lines” and other gang related problems.

ECC is investing £950k in flood defence
schemes across Essex.

Essex Energy Switch campaign supported 1644
residents to switch to a 100% renewable energy
tariff while saving £425k on their energy bills.

ECC secured £1m in funding from DfE to roll
out smart meters in maintained schools in
Essex and further installations of solar panels
on schools.

ECC established a brand new support service
for fuel poor households across Essex, working
with Citizen Advice Essex, supported by a
successful £750,000 bid to the Warm Homes
Fund.

"Essex has been granted £7,358,700, the highest

allocation of any county in England, to further

develop safer, greener and healthier travel and 

transport locally"

-Cllr John Moran, County Councillor for
Saffron Walden and Dep. Cabinet Member

INVESTING IN A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

read more>>

ESSEX YOUTH SERVICES
EXCEL DURING LOCKDOWN

-Cllr Ray Gooding, County Councillor
for Stansted and Cabinet Member

https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/next-stage-of-safer-greener-healthier-measures-to-improve-sustainable-travel


Kemi Badenoch
Member of Parliament for Saffron Walden

The Saffron Hall Trust has received £245,000 
Hylands Estate in Chelmsford has received £105,000 
Audley End House and Gardens has received £76,000 
The Saffron Community Cinema (incorporates Saffron Screen) has received over £90,000 
Fairycroft House in Saffron Walden has received £19,500  

I recognise that a second lockdown has caused worry for residents across the constituency.

I have correspondedwith a number of residents who have shared the impact the restrictions have had on their
businesses, a matter I raised with colleagues. As Treasury Minister I was pleased to share the Chancellor’s
announcementof a new grant scheme and changes to the Job Support Scheme which will support local
businesses impacted by Tier 2 restrictions as well as self-employed grants increasing from 20% to 40% of
profits covered.  

Our constituency is already benefitting from a number of other Government schemes and funds, most
recently we have seen five cultural and heritage organisations awarded funding from the Government’s
Culture Recovery Fund. 

These included:  

This targeted support for our local heritage sites and cinema/performance venues will help them weather the
crisis and be there for residents and future generations to enjoy.   
So far across the SaffronWalden constituency, 15,900 jobs were protected via the furlough scheme, 4,800
self-employed residents supported by the self-employed scheme,113,000 meals discounted as part of the Eat
Out to Help Out scheme, overr £23 million of business grants paid out and over £70 million of Bounce Back
Loans for small companies, as well as many other funding announcements for the constituency. 

 Whilst we are nolonger announcing a budget this year, the Government will continue to focus on immediate
interventions for those who are most impacted by the crisis. Ministers are committed to adapt to the situation
as it evolves,and I will ensure that the concerns raised by residents are fed back to colleagues and support is
provided where necessary.  

If residents have any enquiries regarding our local high streets, businesses, government support schemes or
anything else, please get in touch by emailing me at kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk or call my office on
0207 219 1943 and my team and I will support you as best we can.



As Cabinet Member for Education and Skills, I know that
there  is a massive job to do in ensuring that children and
young people, whose education has been so massively
interrupted over the recent months, are equipped with the
skills, qualifications and resilience to prosper in the post
Covid-19 world. 

I am proud that as a result of the Conservative
administration at ECC, we have seen significant investment,
almost £250 Million per annum, in new schools across the
County and that has included mainstream primary and
secondary, special schools and pupil referral units.  
In Uttlesford this year this resulted in almost 98% of
parents getting their first or second preference of
school and that is coupled with children’s attainment
levels in the district being the highest in the County.

I would like to congratulate ECC on their Essex Wellbeing Service (EWS)
which supports all Essex residents with easy access and referrals to all
the wellbeing services they need. You may know them under their
previous guise when they operated as Essex Welfare Services during
the first wave of Covid-19. 

As one of their registered volunteers, I cannot express how impressed I
was with the speed which they set up the county wide request and
delivery website to provide shopping, prescriptions and other needs.
The service complemented the many people who helped their
neighbours and relatives but made sure that those without access to
such help were able to get help by logging their requests which were
then allocated to registered volunteers on a daily basis. You can still
access this service and many more here or call 0300 303 9988.

Stop.Swap.GO! is a campaign about making it easier
than ever for the people of Essex to think about using
cars less and switch to more active and sustainable
travel methods like walking and cycling. 

Encouraging people to walk, cycle and use the bus
will help reduce carbon emissions and local pollution,
and reduce local congestion too. It’s a unique chance
to greatly improve our air quality, our health, and life
opportunities for the next generation. Why not
encourage people to find out more on the website. 

3235 road drains have been
cleared in Uttlesford in two months

– September and October. 
Always more to do so please keep
reporting blocked drains to your

local County Councillor.
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THANKS TO THE ESSEX WELLBEING SERVICE

£250 MPA INVESTMENT
IN NEW SCHOOLS

WHY NOT TRAVEL
DIFFERENTLY TODAY?

DID YOU KNOW? 
Up to 43% of car trips in Essex
districts are under three miles. 

That’s just a 15-minute bike ride.

Cllr Mike Steel, City Councillor for the
Broomfield and Walthams ward

-Cllr Ray Gooding, County Councillor
for Stansted and Cabinet Member

ECC HIGHWAYS IN ACTION

https://www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk/
https://www.stopswapgo.co.uk/60-day-challenge/

