
IN TOUCH
 

JUNE 2020

CORONAVIRUS
FIND ADVICE AND OFFER HELP 

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE 
Find up to date Government guidance on a
wide range of issues including: protecting
yourself and others, employment and
business support, benefits and travel at:
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
HEALTH GUIDANCE 
If you are exhibiting symptoms of Coronavirus
(a temperature, dry cough or loss of taste and
smell) DO NOT visit a GP or hospital. You
should self isolate immediately and call 111. 
 
LOCAL SUPPORT
In response to the Coronavirus crisis, Essex
Welfare Service has been set up to support the
most vulnerable in our community. You can
call Essex Welfare Service on 0300 303988 or
visit www.essexwelfareservice.org.uk
 
VOLUNTEERING
You can volunteer to help in Essex through:
facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction  or
visit Volunteer Uttlesford at
www.volunteeruttlesford.org.uk
 
You can also sign up to be an NHS Volunteer
at www.goodsam.org/NHS, roles include
calling people in self isolation, delivering
medicine or doing shopping for people in self
isolation. 
 
 
 

 

OTHER USEFUL HELPLINES 
For support and conversation for elderly people:
@TheSilverlineUK - 0800 470 8090
@Age_uk - 0800 678 1602
For Mental Health support: 
@MindCharity - 0300 123 3393
 

Dear Readers
 

Welcome to the June edition of In Touch.

 

Slowly life is returning to a new normal as the government

announces the alert level has been downgraded from four

to three, but there is still a long way to go and the virus is

still out there. If we don’t stay alert and follow

Government advice then all the suffering and pain during

lockdown will have been in vain. Over the coming weeks as

we look to the future and work on our nation’s recovery,

we must continue to embrace the sense of community

spirit and ensure we emerge stronger than ever.

 

More locally, outstanding work has been carried out by

volunteers, Essex County Council and the BID teams in

our towns. Sadly the Administration at Uttlesford has

been invisible and just when leadership was needed they

have disappeared. Chelmsford City Council have approved

the previous Conservative Administration’s Local Plan

demonstrating that working with a Plan rather than

starting it again is an option that reduces time, cost and

speculative development.

 

We wish you good health and thank you for your

continued support.

 

 

A DIGITAL NEWSLETTER FROM

SAFFRON WALDEN CONSTITUENCY
CONSERVATIVES

http://facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction
http://facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction
https://twitter.com/thesilverlineuk
https://twitter.com/age_uk
https://twitter.com/MindCharity


 

Schools across the County have, since the 1st of June, been
increasing the number of children who attend and whilst that is a
contentious issue it should be acknowledged that most schools in
Essex have never actually closed. Indeed, throughout the lockdown
455 schools have remained open for the children with SEN and key
workers and that includes more than 80% of primary and a number
of secondary schools.
 
Essex County Council have carried out significant work to ensure
that all schools are properly briefed and assisted in carrying out their
risk assessments for the opening to reception, year 1 and year 6
children and I have to offer my thanks and support to the school
leaders who have taken this on, assessed the details of their
accommodation, the children and families they serve, the staff in
their schools, together with the communities to which they are a
part.
 
Much questioning has been raised about the reason for including
reception and year 1 children in the first tranche to return and it is
certainly true to say that children of that age are the most difficult to
keep apart and enforce social distancing. The details of whether or
not children of this age are more or less likely to be spreaders of the
Covid-19 virus is for others to argue but it should be acknowledged
and is often forgotten that if children do not meet their milestones at
this early age they remain disadvantaged it terms of not just further
education but often their entire life chances. 
 
Six months lost education is a long time in the life of a five-year-old
and, sadly, many will never recoup this lost time so the earliest
possible return is important. 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL
CONSERVATIVE TEAM

 
01799 506349

office@saffronwaldenconservatives.org.uk
www.saffronwaldenconservatives.com

Facebook: @SWTories
Instagram: @SWTories

Twitter: @SWTories
 
 

BACK TO THE SCHOOLS THAT NEVER CLOSED...
Cllr Ray Gooding, Essex County Councillor for Stansted and
Cabinet Member

The Conservative Policy Forum is the party's
grassroots-led think tank that bridges the gap
between party members and ministers.
 
Our latest paper explores one of the major aspects
of the national agenda - the environment and animal
welfare.
 
A summary of responses to this discussion paper
will be sent to the Prime Minister’s Policy Unit, Party
Chairman and CPF Chairman within a month of the
closing date for submissions. We look forward to
hearing your ideas as, together, we continue to
unleash the country’s potential. Click here for further
details on Saffron Walden CPF.

ENVIROMENT
AND ANIMAL 
WELFARE
SAFFRON WALDEN 
CPF ZOOM DISCUSSION
MONDAY, 29TH JUNE, 
at 7.30 pm

https://www.facebook.com/SWTories
http://www.instagram.com/swtories
http://www.twitter.com/swtories
https://www.saffronwaldenconservatives.com/societies/conservativepolicyforum


Last year, the Leader of Essex County Council in response to
increasing public concerns about Climate Change, that a special
Commission be established.
 
The Commission was asked to:
– Identify ways in which ECC can mitigate the effects of climate
change, improve air quality, reduce waste across Essex and increase
the amount of green infrastructure and biodiversity in the county by
drawing on in-house expertise, commissioning research and forming
new external partnerships (year one).
– Explore how we attract investment in natural capital and low carbon
growth (year two). It is chaired by Rt. Hon. The Lord Randall of
Uxbridge Kt PC, former MP for Uxbridge, and Environmental Advisor to
Theresa May when she was Prime Minister.The Commission
membership draws experts from many walks of life, including
Academia, the Business sector, farming, religion, and importantly two
representatives from the Young Essex Assembly.
 
As I write, the Commission has only met once, via ‘Zoom’
teleconferencing, which although necessitated because of the current
pandemic, is no bad thing as it sends the right signals out about
protecting the environment and reducing our collective carbon footprint.
 
At the inaugural meeting, terms of reference were agreed and a
number of focussed work streams agreed:
– Adapting to an Already Changing Climate– Transport– The Built
Environment
– Energy
– Land Use, Green Infrastructure & Biodiversity
– Community Engagement
These now have Commissioners allocated to them, and are already
meeting as sub-groups to begin their vital work. All will also be viewed
through the COVID-19 lens; endeavouring to capture the clear
environmental benefits that have become so apparent during three
months of ‘Lock-Down’.It is expected the Commission will file its first
interim report by the end of the year, giving us a clear indication of what
needs to be done in order to reduce the County Council’s impact on the
environment and to help it achieve carbon neutral status long before
the national target set for 2050.

Passenger transport is an issue about which many people
are concerned and the massive diminution of passenger
uptake has taken a toll on the bus industry with as little as
1% of the original numbers of people currently utilising the
service. However, as we move out of lockdown and social
distancing is retained a further impact is envisaged. 
 
To put this into context, a double decker bus with 80
passenger capacity will, if social distancing is to be
maintained, only take 17 passengers. The instruction from
DfT is that when the bus has reached its much reduced
capacity it should not stop at further bus stops. This will
clearly disenfranchise passengers from later in the route
and potentially leave them stranded at either the
beginning or on their return journey.
 
I have written to the Secretary of State for clarification on
this point. However, this will need to be taken into account
for both concessionary fare passengers and very
significantly home to school transport. At Essex County
Council we have had a continued drive to get people out
of their cars and onto public transport for the benefit of the
environment and to reduce congestion. It is to be hoped
that a relaxation of the guidelines can be found to ensure
that we do not lose sight of these overarching aims.

Cllr Simon Walsh, Essex County 
Councillor for Thaxted and
 Cabinet Member

AN UPDATE ON THE ECC CLIMATE
COMMISSION

Cllr Ray Gooding, Essex County
Councillor for Stansted and Cabinet
Member

We now have nearly 450 more police in Essex than four years ago, with another 300 coming
over the next three years thanks to the Conservative government. In Uttlesford we have
doubled the size of the Community Policing Team and launched a Town Centre Team for
Saffron Walden. Burglary, theft and anti-social behaviour are now falling across the county,
and were doing before the COVID-19 lockdown. The lockdown has made life tough for
criminals, and we need to keep ahead of them as the lockdown is relaxed. The focus will be on
violent crime, protecting the vulnerable, and preventing domestic abuse. Police and Fire &
Rescue continue to work together to protect those in rural and isolated communities and keep
businesses safer and free from crime. With over 520 volunteer Special Constables, the
commitment of our residents to keeping our communities safe is clear.

INVESTMENT IN ESSEX POLICE IS BRINGING RESULTS!

 

Roger Hirst, Essex
Police, Fire and Crime

Commissioner

HELP PROTECT OTHERS
WEAR A FACE COVERING ON

PUBLIC TRANSPORT



You may believe that the NIMBYs (Not in my back yard) and the BANANAs (Build absolutely
nothing anywhere near anyone) are right and that there is no need for more housing; but all
political parties agree that additional housing is needed and that means in Uttlesford and Essex
and across the Country. So why is this so difficult to achieve? Maldon and Chelmsford alone have
an adopted Local Plan leaving ten Districts without one and at the mercy of developers. 
 
Why do we have a Local Plan system as we do. A system that sets strict rules around processes
that need to be followed, consultations that need to be done and decisions that need to be made.
Thousands of hours of work that costs hundreds of thousands of pounds that can be swept aside
by a single Planning Inspector. Surely it is time for a change to the process? Why not consider
allocating an inspector at the start of the process. 
 
An inspector that can get to know the area concerned. An inspector who can understand the
constraints and the opportunities. An inspector that can work with other government
departments to allocate funds for the necessary infrastructure to support a plan Government
needs to develop a joined- up approach to growth both in housing, infrastructure and in
economic terms. 
 
They need to decide whether they do want New Towns or Urban extensions. They need perhaps,
in the light of the” new norm”, to consider whether the pull of London is as great as it was “Pre
Covid”,or could homes and jobs and government departments be spread more widely across the
country to ease the pressure on the South East. The present system is broken and needs more
than just papering over the cracks. It needs massive reform to ensure that we can build our way
out of the current crisis in an acceptable and sustainable way.

Being in the heart of Essex, Chelmsford is vital in providing
homes, jobs, shopping, healthcare, education, leisure and
recreational opportunities. But, as a driver of the regional
economy, it is critical to have a transport infrastructure to match
this aspiration for future development and economic growth. 
 
However, the existing A130 between the Boreham Interchange
and the A131 built in the 1980s is no longer fit for purpose as
Chelmsford, like other towns in Essex, continues to grow. Essex
County Council, in partnership with the Chelmsford City Council,
and Network Rail, are well advanced into the provision of a
scheme to deliver both a North East Chelmsford Bypass and a
new railway station.
 
The new Bypass and rail upgrade are being delivered with nearly
£218m in funding from the Government’s Housing
Infrastructure Fund, plus £34m of other funding from the South
East Local Enterprise Partnership and developer Countryside
Zest. 
 
The new 5 mile long road, runs between the A131 at Great
Leighs and the A12 at Boreham and will help provide for
housing and economic growth, avoiding residential areas and
relieving high levels of traffic congestion in Chelmsford. The new
Beaulieu station, on the Great Eastern Main Line from London
to Norwich, will relieve crowding at Chelmsford.For more
information click here.

Saffron Walden has a vibrant traditional market,
along with a high percentage of independent
shops and service providers, they are the real
heart of the town. Walden reopened for
business on Monday the 15th of June and I was
there to assist in the smooth operating of the
new traffic and pedestrian systems, standing
alongside members of the Business
Improvement District [BID] which represents all
local businesses. 
 
There is a cost to the required signage, hand
sanitiser stations and information literature and
I was happy to be able to contribute £3000 from
my portion of the ECC members locality fund to
help the town to reopen.  I will continue to assist
wherever I can in Saffron Walden division to
safeguard jobs, businesses and the public.     

Cllr. Susan Barker
Essex County
Councillor for
Dunmow and

Cabinet 
Member

LOCAL
PLAN....

CHELMSFORD NORTH EAST
BYPASS AND BEAULIEU STATION
Cllr. John Aldridge
Essex County Councillor for Broomfield and Writtle 

Cllr John Moran
Essex Couny Councillor for Saffron
Walden and Cabinet Member

SAFFRON WALDEN OPENS
FOR BUSINESS...

https://www.essexhighways.org/uploads/docs/cneb-310118.pdf


 
 

Kemi Badenoch
Member of Parliament for Saffron Walden

Last week shops and businesses in Saffron Walden, Dunmow, Thaxted, Stansted and
Chelmsford re-opened and have welcomed back customers following the easing of restrictions.
Thanks to the fantastic effort and hard work by our local businesses with the support of the
Saffron Walden BID team and the Dunmow Town Team, they have been able to re-open and
provide a safe and in some cases new experience for their customers while they shop.
 
The Government’s ‘Re-opening High Streets Safely Fund’ has also helped Uttlesford District and
Chelmsford City council introduce a range of safety measures and help to kick-start our local
economies. This support is fundamental to towns like Saffron Walden, Dunmow and Chelmsford
City Centre which caters for those living in villages such as Broomfield, Boreham and Writtle. 
 
As a Treasury Minister, I know the Chancellor’s top priority has been to support people, protect
jobs and businesses through the crisis. Across the constituency, the Government’s job retention
scheme has protected 13,600 jobs and a further 4,800 people have been supported through the
self-employment scheme. Following correspondence with residents and businesses I am
pleased to hear their feedback and how these schemes have helped alleviate financial hardship
in the short term. Over the last few months I have corresponded with many businesses requiring
support and guidance on how to obtain the funding they have needed to stay afloat. You’re
Furnished Ltd in Takeley whose founder previously contacted me, recently secured a loan from
Lloyds Bank via the government’s Coronavirus interruption Loan Scheme and described it as a
‘lifeline’. The founder is confident that once the restrictions are lifted his business will be quickly
back on its feet. 
 
This outlook for the coming months is reassuring and whilst I recognise this is a difficult time, I
hope as the government continues to ease restrictions, we can start to feel more optimistic about
the future.If residents have any enquiries regarding our local high streets, businesses,
government support schemes or anything else, please get in touch by emailing me at
kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk or call my office on 0207 219 1943 and my team and I will
support you as best we can.



A document that sets out Uttlesford District Council’s plans and priorities for the District has been called in for
review after a cross party group of councillors aired their concerns about the lack of detail, targets and
timelines. The plan, known as the Corporate Plan Delivery Plan, is a document which should set out in detail
the Council administration’s programme of priorities over the course of a year. Residents For Uttlesford, having
taken over the administration of the Council last year, assured councillors that the document would contain
detailed priorities including targets, timelines, and costings. 
 
However, a joint group of Liberal Democrat and Conservative Councillors have stepped in to argue that the
plan falls short of R4U’s commitment, leading to a formal call-in by the Council’s Scrutiny Committee. Councillor
Christian Criscione, Leader of the Conservative Group and also one of the Councillors calling for the review,
added: “The assurances given by the council’s administration have clearly been forgotten or ignored and that is
want we want to see reviewed.“There are no targets, no timelines and a distinct lack of commitment which
leads councillors to grow concerned about the direction of the Council and the strength of its leadership at a
time when significant strength is needed.“The Council had a healthy balance sheet when it changed
administration last year, as well as a fully costed and detailed corporate plan. 
 
Anything less from this council leadership would be a retrograde step at the expense of taxpayer’s trust in the
Council and needs to be questioned.“Putting party politics aside, councillors from a range of political parties
have consistently raised their concerns about the lack of progress and achievement since the elections last
year, and we continue to wait for a corporate plan which addresses those very apparent shortcomings.

 

Started in 2013, under the Conservative led City Council, and following a rigorous examination by the Planning Inspector,
the Local Plan was approved by the City Council on 27th May. It sets out the strategic priorities to 2036, and includes
policies and proposals to guide future development and sets the framework for determining planning applications. It will
facilitate delivery of 10,000 new homes in Chelmsford, 55,000sqm of new business employment floorspace and significant
new infrastructure including schools, open space and sports facilities, shops and public transport improvements. 
 
Without an up-to-date Local Plan, needs could be met in an unsustainable manner via inappropriate and unsustainable
development and Chelmsford would have to use the standard government methodology for determining housing
requirement which is higher than the objectively assessed housing number used in the Plan. The Plan was passed with a
significant majority. The approval meeting attracted a number of public questions, many of which questioned why the
current Lib-Dem administration opposed the plan when they were in opposition, but now embrace it! With power comes
responsibility! The Conservative members showed consistency and voted in favour of the plan – after all it was our plan!

CROSS PARTY CONCERN SEES COUNCIL PLAN UNDER REVIEW
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CHELMSFORD LOCAL PLAN...

Cllr Chris Criscione 
Leader of the Uttlesford Conservative Group, Conservative

District Councillor for Flitch Green & Little Dunmow

 

Cllr Mike Steel, City Councillor for
Broomfield and the Walthams


